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AL  REPORT 


- OF  THE - 

Jamaica  Plain  Employment  and  Temporary 

Relief  Society. 


The  work  of  this  Society  has  continued 
on  the  same  basis  as  heretofore.  We 
have  been  stimulated  to  renewed  efforts 
by  comparing  our  system  with  that  of  the 
Associated  Charities  of  Boston.  That 
organization  considers  ours  a  quasi  con¬ 
ference,  invites  us  to  monthly  confer¬ 
ences,  and  sends  us  many  reports  and  bul¬ 
letins,  which  can  be  seen  at  Curtis  Hall 
by  any  one  interested  in  such  papers.  We 
gain  by  their  registration  and  by  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  their  various  reports,  and  we 
are  glad  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  co¬ 
operate  with  them.  The  principles  of  our 
work  are  the  same  as  theirs.  We  be¬ 
lieve,  as  they  do,  in  registration,  friendly 
visiting,  and  a  helping  hand.  The  differ¬ 
ence  in  practice  is  chiefly  owing  to  our 
long  distances  and  scattered  population. 
We  try  to  obviate  any  disadvantage  of 
our  present  system  by  urging  our  visitors 
to  confer  together,  and  especially  to  con¬ 
sult  the  chairman  of  our  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 
Semi-monthly  meetings  of  visitors  have 
been  held  during  the  winter  months.  Vis¬ 
itors  are  also  instructed  to  report  to  the 
Executive  Committee  whenever  any  one 
of  them  has  charge  of  more  than  four 
families  at  one  time  in  order  that  an  extra 
visitor  may  be  appointed. 


Our  statistics  convey  but  little  idea  of 
the  variety  and  interest  of  our  work.  It 
is  hard  for  any  one  to  realize,  without 
seeing  it,  the  dependence  of  even  the  com¬ 
fortably  poor  upon  health  and  prosperity. 

If  a  fever  or  other  severe  illness  attacks 
the  bread-winner  of  a  family,  the  savings 
are  soon  spent,  the  food  and  fuel  must  be 
bought  on  credit,  the  rent  bill  runs  up,  de¬ 
pression  overtakes  the  sick  man  in  his 
helplessness,  and  fortunate  is  it  if  his  wife 
and  children,  with  their  scanty  fuel  aud 
food,  do  not  become  ill  also.  If  at  the 
right  moment  a  friendly  visitor  comes  in, 
gives  orders  for  coal  and  food,  and  sends  a 
poor  neighbor  to  give  a  helping  hand, 
she  encourages  the  father  and  mother  to 
believe  that  in  their  darkest  days  they 
will  not  be  forgotten ;  hope  takes  the  place 
of  depression,  and  they  gain  courage  for 
future  efforts. 

The  intemperate  poor  are  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  to  deal  with.  They  tax  the  forti¬ 
tude  and  patience  of  the  visitor,  who  is 
divided  between  her  dread  of  increasing 
the  evil  by  giving  help  even  to  the  chil¬ 
dren,  and  her  distress  at  the  sight  of  their 
undeserved  and  unrelieved  suffering.  Our 
committee  has  pondered  many  ways  of1  / 
arresting  this  evil,  but  has  never  yet  de¬ 
cided  upon  any  plan  sufficiently  assured 
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of  success  to  authorize  it  to  use  the  funds 
of  the  Society.  We  believe  in  “conquer¬ 
ing  evil  with  good,”  and  therefore  wel¬ 
come  every  attempt  in  our  community  to 
raise  the  standard  of  living  by  establish¬ 
ing  kindergartens,  nurseries,  readiug- 
rooms  and  vacation  schools,  and  we  trust 
that  in  time  other  permanent  plans  may 
be  devised. 

The  houses  of  the  poor  are  often  built 
by  men  who  have  saved  small  earnings. 
They  build  to  make  money,  and  pay  no 
heed  to  proper  drainage,  water  supply,  or 
repairs.  Ignorance  and  want  of  foresight 
bring  about  the  same  results  when  men 
build  for  themselves.  A  visitor  was  asked 
last  year  to  go  to  see  a  family  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  village,  whom  she  had  never 
thought  of  as  needing  help,  as  the  man 
owned  his  house,  and  had  steady  work. 
She  found  the  mother  anxious  about  her 
children,  who  had  been  ill  with  fever,  and 
about  her  husband,  who  was  depressed 
with  debt — heavy  interest  due  on  mort¬ 
gage.  They  had  built  a  large  house,  and 
their  upper  story  was  empty.  Without 
tenants,  the  house  was  a  burden.  The 
visitor  saw  suspiciously  wet  ground  near 
the  pump.  “What  is  that  ?”  she  asked. 
“Oh,  the  water  has  backed  up  from  the 
drain.”  “Where  does  the  drain  lead?” 
“Into  the  next  held.”  It  was  a  blind 
drain  on  a  gentle  slope,  never  opened 
since  first  laid  down.  What  wonder  that 
the  children  were  ill !  A  woman  in  a 
street  near  by,  said  that  she  had  a  splen¬ 
did  drain— “it  goes  right  into  the  cellar!” 

We  do  not  encourage  laboring  men  to 
build  unless  they  have  secured  two-thirds 
of  the  capital  needed,  and  even  then  it 
would  be  better  to  have  a  more  intelligent 
class  build  for  them.  Much  discretion  is 
required  to  combine  all  that  is  needed  for 
health  and  morals  with  a  fair  return  on 
invested  capital.  The  experience  of  Bos¬ 
ton  and  other  cities  shows  that  such  a  re¬ 
sult  can  be  reached. 

Last  winter,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  investigate  charitable  and  industrial 
work  in  Boston  and  Cambridge,  with  the 


hope  of  finding  such  good  examples  as  to 
justify  us  in  starting  an  establishment 
here  for  laundry  or  other  work.  The  re¬ 
port  was  adverse  to  the  measure ;  chiefly 
on  the  ground  that  to  be  truly  and  per¬ 
manently  useful,  such  industries  must 
meet  a  local  demand  and  be  self-support¬ 
ing,  whereas  so  far  as  we  know,  nothing 
yet  started  on  that  basis  has  succeeded. 
Our  community  was  not  considered  large 
and  compact  enough  to  justify  a  new 
experiment. 

As  a  matter  of  pure  charity,  we  think 
it  best  to  continue  our  present  method  of 
helping  those  who  need  employment.  Our 
agent,  Mrs.  Bradley,  co-operates  with  the 
visitors.  They  are  able,  occasionally,  to 
put  men  in  the  right  way  for  finding  out- 
of-door  work,  or  a  place  with  a  mechanic 
or  tradesman.  They  succeed  often  in  ob¬ 
taining  situations  for  women  in  families, 
or  a  chance  for  the  mother  of  a  family  to 
take  a  child  to  board,  or  to  do  washing  or 
other  work  at  home.  We  are  always  glad 
of  information  that  leads  to  new  openings. 
As  this  employment  is  difficult  to  obtain, 
and  we  have  not  the  resources  provided 
in  the  city  by  the  Provident  Society  and 
other  charities,  we  fiud  our  system  of  giv¬ 
ing  sewing  to  needy  women  still  useful. 
It  answers  a  double  purpose  and  has  an 
educational  value.  The  poorer  sewers 
make  articles  for  our  room  to  be  sold  or 
given  away  by  our  visitors,  in  cases  of 
illness  or  extreme  destitution.  As  they 
improve,  they  are  promoted  to  work  on 
material  sent  by  the  City  and  New  Eng¬ 
land  Hospitals,  and  by  the  Massachusetts 
Infant  Asylum.  Mrs.  Bradley  instructed 
a  small  class  in  knitting  and  mending, 
last  spring.  She  gains  the  confidence  of 
the  women  by  meeting  and  talking  with 
them  once  a  week,  and  is  able  to  enforce 
many  lessons  of  thrift  and  industry,  and 
so  rouse  their  ambition  to  take  better 
care  of  their  families.  Skilful  seam¬ 
stresses  are  used  for  work  on  private  or¬ 
ders,  which  ladies  find  it  convenient  to 
bring  to  our  agent,  and  which  does  not 
involve  our  Society  in  any  outlay.  No 


woman  receives  sewing  work  except  on  a 
visitor’s  order  and  under  her  continued 
care. 

The  savings  ticket  used  by  the  Newport 
Society  was  under  consideration  in  the 
spring,  but  was  not  adopted,  owing 
partly  to  the  scattered  population  here  and 
to  the  frequent  absences  of  the  visitors 
in  summer.  The  useful  fact  was  reported, 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  that  a 
well-to-do  laboring  man  had  combined 
with  his  poorer  neighbors  to  buy  coal, 
thereby  securing  it  at  a  moderate  price 
for  all.  This  co-operation  is  so  natural 
and  effective  that  the  Society  hopes  to  in¬ 
troduce  it  in  other  districts. 

The  Jamaica  Plain  Dispensary  keeps  up 
its  good  work  for  the  sick  and  needy. 
Severe  cases,  needing  hospital  treatment, 
have  been  transferred  by  joint  action  of 
Dr.  Gerry  and  our  visitors  to  city  institu¬ 
tions.  In  future  we  shall  keep  a  more 
careful  record  of  complicated  cases,  re¬ 
quiring  transfer  to  hospitals  and  other 
places.  We  are  not  now  able  to  do  jus¬ 
tice  to  Mrs.  Bradley’s  valuable  aid  in  that 
direction. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  privilege 
of  using  coke  from  the  gas  office  for  dis¬ 
tribution,  and  the  present  of  a  box  of 
boots  and  shoes  from  Mr.  Vogel.  Also, 
the  many  useful  articles  of  clothing  sent 
to  our  room  to  be  given  away. 

MARY  L.  GUILD. 

ANNE  P.  PROTHINGHAM. 

ELLEN  C.  MORSE. 


Number  of  families  visited .  82 

Including  355  persons  reported. 

Number  of  visits  made . 534 

Besides  many  visits  of  a  friendly 
character  not  reported. 

Number  of  women  who  have  received 

sewing .  44 

Articles  made  for  institutions . 1563 

“  j  “  and  sold  at  Curtis  Hall.  832 
“  ,  “  £;  given  away.......  286 

“  j  on  hand .  218 

/  -  _ 

T^tal . 2899 

19  prs.  of  boots  and  shoes  were  given  away 
11  'f  “  “  “  “  “  sold  at  cost 


Our  Agent,  Mrs.  Bradley,  is  at  Curtis 
Hall  every  day  from  ten  to  one  o’clock, 
except  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  holidays. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 
October  1,  1880,  to  October  1,  1881. 
Receipts. 


Balance  from  last  year .  $168.30 

Subscriptions  and  donations .  1197.50 

Sales  of  garments .  414.77 

Erom  C.  E.  Hovey — discount” 

on  bill .  .45 

Present  from  class  in  mending. . .  10.00 

Eees  from  class .  1.25 


$1792.27 

Expenditures. 

Work  through  the  employment 


committee .  $530.00 

Materials  for  work .  360.26 

Agent’s  salary .  350.00 

Provisions  and  milk .  67.42 

Boots  and  shoes .  34.44 

Euel .  19.53 

Printing  and  stationery .  23.30 

Washing .  1.25 

Expressage . .75 

Subscription  to  “  Philadelphia 

Register .  ....  7.00 

Sewing  machines .  10  00 


$1403.95 

Balance  on  hand .  388.32 


$1792.27 

Mrs.  Francis  II.  Storer, 
October  1,  1881.  Treasurer. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1880-81. 

President-Rev.  S.  U.  Shearman. 

Vice-Presidents — Mr.  Chas.  P.  Bowditch, 

Rev.  J.  W.  Bashford, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Little,  Jr., 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Greenough, 
Rev.  G.  M.  Boynton, 
Rev.  William  Bradley. 

Secretary — Miss  Caroline E.Chickering. 
Treasurer — Mrs.  Francis  H.  Storer. 
Asst.  Treas. — Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse. 

Executive  Committee  : 

Dr.  George  Faulkner,  Chairman, 
Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry, 

Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole,  c 
Mrs.  T.  B.  Frothingiiam, 

Mrs.  Dr.  Wood, 

Mrs.  Ciias.  E.  Guild. 


VISITORS. 

District  I  —  West  of  Centre  street. 
Visitor,  Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse,  Prince  st. ; 
associate  visitor,  Dr.  Faulkner. 

District  II — Vicinity  of  Horse  R.  R. 
station.  Visitor,  Mrs.  George  A.  Ives,  Elm 
street ;  associate,  Mr.  Patrick  McMorrovv. 

District  III — Vicinity  of  Forest  Hills 
station.  Visitor,  Miss  Faulkner,  Rock- 
woocl  street;  associate,  Dr.  A.  H.  Eayrs. 

District  IV — Canterbury,  Mt.  Hope 
division  Visitors,  Misses  Helen  and 
Laura  Slocum,  Pond  street;  associate, 
Mr.  C.  E.  Guild. 

District  V — Canterbury  street.  Visi¬ 
tor,  Mrs.  Alfred  Stebbins,  Walk  Hill  st. ; 
associate,  Mr.  C.  E.  Guild. 
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District  VI — Canterbury,  eastern  divi¬ 
sion.  Visitor,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Guild,  Bourne 
street ;  associate,  Mr.  C.  E.  Guild. 

District  VII — Washington  street,  and 
territory  lying  east  thereof.  Visitor,  Miss 
Anne  P.  Apthorp,  Forest  Hills  street; 
associate,  Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry. 


District  VIII — Keyes  street.  Visitors, 
Misses  Weld  and  Goodwin,  South  street; 
associate,  Dr.  George  Faulkner. 

District  IX — Carolina  avenue.  Child 
street,  etc.  Visitor,  Miss  Davis,  at  Dr. 
Wood’s,  Revere  street;  associate,  Mr.  S. 
B.  Capen. 

District  X— Starr  street,  Union  ave., 
and  vicinity.  Visitors,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Waldo, 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Dorsey,  Walker  street;  asso¬ 
ciate,  Rev.  C.  F.  Dole. 

District  XI  —  Green,  Lamartine  and 
Chestnut  streets,  etc.  Visitors,  Mrs.  H. 
D.  Morse,  Pond  street :  associate,  Rev.  S. 
U.  Shearman. 

District  XII  —  Boylston  avenue  and 
Green  street,  to  Washington  street.  Vis¬ 
itor,  Mrs.  Samuel  Jaques,  Cedar  avenue ; 
associate,  Mr.  George  W.  Fowle. 

District  XIII— Spring  Park,  Sheridan 
avenue,  etc.  Visitor,  Miss  Z.  B.  Smith, 
Spring  Park,  near  Centre  street;  associ¬ 
ate,  Rev.  William  Bradley. 

District  XIV — East  of  Boylston  ave. ; 
from  Green  street  to  Egleston  Square. 
Visitor,  Miss  Amy  White,  South  street; 
associate,  Mr.  George  W.  Fowle. 


